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short of the destruction wrought "by the Backergunge
cyclone of October 31, 1876, at the eastern edge of the
Ganges Delta. In this case the water covered the land
to heights varying from 10 to 45 feet, as measured by
marks on the trees, and the loss of human life exceeded,
on the lowest estimate, 100,000 souls.

It has been already said that the West India hurri-
canes and other similar storms frequently pass out of
the Trade-wind region, their tracks recurving to the
eastward, when they enter the region of the prevailing
Westerly winds, the Anti-trades. In such cases the area
of the storm becomes more extensive and its action less
destructive.

Some few of these storms have been traced from their
point of recurvature the whole way across to the coasts
of Europe, where they manifested them selves as ordinary
storms. It is therefore evident that the ordinary
storms of Europe are phenomena of the same nature as
hurricanes, though differing from hurricanes not only
in intensity, but probably in the shape of the storm
area, and also apparently in the unequal development of
the wind from the different points of the compass.

The storms of the temperate zones, many of which
only differ in violence from tropical hurricanes, are very
unequally developed on different sides; in these storms
the area enclosed by the central isobar is very rarely
circular, the opposite sides show strong contrasts be-
tween the temperature and hygrometric qualities of the
winds found there, and lastly, one of their commonest
features in the Northern Hemisphere is the sudden shift
of wind from South-west or West to North-west,1 p. 359,

1 In the Southern Hemisphere the corresponding shift is of enurse
from N.W. or W. to S.W.